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Dear Colleagues,
NATIONAL DEMENTIA AWARENESS CAMPAIGN LAUNCHING IN MARCH

I am writing to let you know that the Department of Health, supported by Alzheimer’s Society, will launch a major national awareness campaign about dementia in March. 

In February 2009 the Department published the National Dementia Strategy for England: a five year plan to radically transform the quality of life for people with dementia and their carers in England. The awareness campaign forms part of the Department’s commitment to deliver the Strategy by improving public understanding about dementia.

I am aware of the crucial role that a wide range of colleagues working in social care play in supporting the early and effective diagnosis of dementia, and in helping families facing the condition. I hope that this campaign will begin to improve public understanding about the condition.

The campaign will use national TV, radio, press and online advertising, featuring people with dementia talking about their experience of the condition. It will encourage the public to find out more about dementia and the simple ways they can help someone living with it. It has been developed following significant research to establish current levels of public understanding about dementia and the ways to improve this.

The theme for the campaign is ‘Dementia. The more we understand, the more we can help.’ As part of the campaign, people will be encouraged to visit the NHS Choices website for information on dementia, to ring an information line for an information pack or to contact Alzheimer’s Society. 

Why do we need an awareness campaign?

The research conducted for the Department suggests that a lack of knowledge about dementia, and fear of its consequences, can result in the public avoiding contact with people with dementia – leaving them feeling isolated and discriminated against. The campaign aims to begin to address this attitude of avoidance, by ensuring that people are better informed and understand the true nature of the condition.
How can people find out more about dementia?

Members of the public who wish to find out more about dementia can be directed to an information line (0300 123 1914) and the NHS Choices website at: www.nhs.uk/dementia. A comprehensive information pack, containing clear, simple, practical advice on how to support someone with dementia, will be sent to those requesting further information. Alternatively, people can access the information pack via Alzheimer’s Society’s website www.alzheimers.org.uk.  They can find out more about local Alzheimer’s Society services at www.alzheimers.org.uk/primarycare.
How you can support the campaign 

You could cascade this information within your organisation and local networks. If you would like to discuss other ways in which you can support the campaign locally, please contact your regional lead for implementation of the National Dementia Strategy.  Their contact details can be found on the Department of Health dementia portal at www.dementia.dh.gov.uk.  The portal also provides a range of information about the National Dementia Strategy and support for its implementation.

Thank you for your support.

Best wishes
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David Behan

Director General for Social Care, Local Government and Care Partnerships
